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Holy and Easter Week at St. Paul’s
Sunday, April 14th:

Palm/Passion Sunday

 10:30 am with a dramatic reading
Thursday, April 18th:

Maundy Thursday

 5:00 pm potluck supper
 5:45 pm a quiet reflective service depicting Jesus’ last night with his disciples with
foot washing and communion.
Friday, April 19th:

Good Friday

 11:00 am - a joint service with Harmony, Westminster and Trinity
at Trinity, in Trinity Hall (fully accessible).
Saturday, April 20th:

Holy Saturday

 9:00 pm – a service of readings, baptismal renewal, communion and music
celebrating the first light of Easter.
Service begins outside of the church around a fire.
Sunday, April 21st:

Easter Sunday

 6:45 am Sunrise Service at the Terry Fox Memorial
with Harmony, Westminster and Trinity.

 10:30 am Service Celebrating the Resurrection with Communion and special music.
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ROB’S RAMBLINGS
In our United Church of Canada’s Song of
Faith (2006), we read this description of the
meaning of Good Friday and Easter:
“Because his (Jesus) witness to love was
threatening, those exercising power sought to
silence Jesus. He suffered abandonment and
betrayal, state-sanctioned torture and execution.
He was crucified.
But death was not the last word.
God raised Jesus from death, turning
sorrow into joy, despair into hope. We sing of
Jesus raised from the dead.
We sing hallelujah.”
For me, Easter is a reminder that death is
not the last word. There is life after death, joy
after sorrow and hope after despair. Easter invites
me on a journey not unlike the journey we
sometimes invite our children to take on Easter
Sunday. When I was a kid growing up, our
church would sometimes hide chocolate Easter
Eggs around the church, both inside and outside,
depending on the weather. We were then
invited to go and find all the eggs we could find.
It was a fun activity – even if it did get a little
competitive at times. After all, Roger was a little
bigger than me … but that is another story.
Just as we searched for chocolate eggs long
ago, or more recently with our grandchildren,
Easter invites us to search for signs of hope, of joy
and of life that are hidden in the world all around
us. Some are even hiding in plain sight.
Let me share with you two signs of hope
that I have stumbled upon lately. On Friday,
March 30th, the youth group invited us older folk
to join them. I was a little nervous at first, not
sure who would come and what the evening
would be like. But Hannah and Jeri Lee had an
excellent program for us. Each youth sat at a
table and we older folk, just moved from table to
table having a three-minute conversation with
each youth. By the end of the evening we all got
a chance to meet every one of the youth in our

youth program. It was an enjoyable evening.
They are great kids and I am glad that we as a
community of faith can provide a safe place for
them to be, and to connect with their friends.
This was a sign of hope, joy and new life. Thanks
Hannah, Jeri Lee and the youth for sharing your
light with me.
On Sunday, March 31st, I was invited to
participate in the celebration of the newly created
Harmony United Church (an amalgamation of
Current River and Knox United Churches). It was a
great service. I really like their new name.
Harmony is something that our world needs and
something we church people sometimes struggle
achieving. As we worshiped together and later
ate together, I felt a little joy, a little hope and a
little, new life blossom in my heart.
As we continue our journey through this
season, I invite us to keep our eyes open for any
hidden chocolate Easter eggs and any signs of
hope, joy and new life hidden in our world around
us. Where have you found hope recently?
“We sing of Jesus raised from the dead.
We sing Hallelujah”
Happy Easter,
Rob

My New Job:
On May 1, 2019 I begin my new job as the
Minister of Congregational and Regional Support
for the western part of the Canadian Shield
Regional Council (approximately Wawa west to
Thunder Bay). The purpose of this job according
to my new job description is to assist
“Communities of Faith as they define the mission
to which they believe God has called them and to
assist them as they develop strategies to live out
their call.” I am also to help the region live into
its mission; “Engaging with the Spirit to inspire,
connect and empower communities of faith.”
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This is a new position; therefore, it will
require me to learn as I go. My direct supervisor
is Rev. Peter Hartmans who is the Executive
Minister of the Canadian Shield Regional Council.
Both of us are unsure how this job will unfold. It
will be a learning experience for all of us.
I am excited about this new position
because I believe that the future of our
communities of faith depends on our ability to
rediscover our sense of call and mission. I want
to be about renewal and finding our way forward
as followers of Jesus and as we embrace the way
of the Holy Spirit.
My new position is part-time; two days a
week. I imagine I will work those days either
from home or from the Canadian Shield Regional
Office in Thunder Bay at Trinity United.
This will mean that I will only be working 3
days a week at St. Paul’s. I will be preaching and
leading worship three times a month. I will be
available for funerals and hospital visits. The
worship committee and the lay pastoral visitors
will be picking up the things I will not be able to
do. I will continue to attend Congregational
meetings, board meetings, trustees’ meetings and
worship committee meetings. I will continue to
offer a bible study on Mondays. I will be in my
office at St. Paul’s: Mondays all day, Tuesday
mornings and Wednesdays all day.
This is a temporary arrangement until
August 30th. This will be a work in progress, so
please remember to be patient with each other
and flexible as we live into this new arrangement.
I will continue to pray for you as I hope you will
continue to pray for me.
I want to thank the board for allowing me
to stay on part-time and for being flexible with my
new position. I also want to thank you for the
support you have given me as your minister over
the last three years and during this time of
discernment. Change is never fun, but together
with God guiding us, we can find our way forward.
Thank you,
Rob

P.S. My new job description for my part-time
position with St. Paul’s is available for you to read
in the office. There will be a congregational
meeting after the service on Sunday, April 28th to
vote on this new arrangement. If you have any
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to
speak to me or a member of the Ministry and
Personnel Committee.

Message from our Board Chair
Dear Friends,
It is so nice to see the sun after a very long winter.
As we enjoy the days getting warmer, the snow
melting, and think about our summer plans we
have much to be thankful for. As you read the
reports from committees you will see the work
that so many do to make St. Paul’s the wonderful
place it is. We truly are a church family! We truly
are blessed! We are very thankful for the
dedication of so many who ensure we are a
vibrant church.
We welcomed Ray Quinn and Andor Petrovich to
the Board and are pleased to have them
“onboard.” Welcome Ray and Andor. I met with
Ray and Andor to have a Board orientation and
will have another orientation with Marion Fowler
and Karen Bortolin in the near future.
Ernie Epp resigned as treasurer. The Board thanks
Ernie for all his hard work, over a number of
years. Ernie remains on the Board as an elected
member and we are grateful for his continued
presence. Karen Bortolin has been elected as
treasurer. Karen’s years of experience as Church
Secretary will be invaluable in her new role and to
the Board and congregation of St. Paul’s. Karen
has already attended a Finance Committee
meeting and a Board meeting. Welcome Karen
and thank you for taking on the role of treasurer.
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Our Annual General Meeting is always lively.
Getting church business completed while enjoying
a service and meal is a wonderful way to combine
work and friendship. Thank you to the Board
members for contributing the delicious lunch.
Reverend Rob accepted a .4 position with the new
regional council. Rob resigned as fulltime minister
of St. Paul’s and negotiated a .6 contract with us.
A hearty thank you to Joy, Marla, and Brenda who
worked with Rob to generate a new contract for
Rob’s .6 position as Minister at St. Paul’s. The new
contract comes into effect on May 1 and Rob has
agreed to stay at St. Paul’s until the end of the
summer and perhaps longer. We look forward to
the next few months as Rob continues to minister
to us and the Worship Committee works their
creativity for the Sundays Rob is not with us.
The Steering committee has been busy looking at
ways St. Paul’s and Trinity can work together. The
Getting to Know You Party in January was a lot of
fun and generated some really good ideas on
ways we could work together. A Breakfast
Meeting was held with Committee Chairs in
February. Each St. Paul’s committee and their
Trinity counterpart were asked to meet to find
ways we can work together. The Steering
Committee is going through the reports and will
send a newsletter update to the congregations.
Thank you to our staff for all their hard work:
Reverend Rob for the wonderful Sunday services,
Dianna for the music and her work with the
choirs, Jackson for his technical expertise and
making the changing of slides seamless, Deb for
all she is doing, Michael for keeping our church
clean, and Jeri-Lee and Hannah for their work
with the youth.
Thank you to those who attend our services and
contribute to our growth as a congregation.
On a personal note, thank you for electing me as
Chair of the Board for this year. I am humbled by
your support.

Should you have any questions, concerns, or
comments please do not hesitate to reach out to
me or any member of the Board.
Blessings,
Laurie Forbes

SPRING HAM DINNER
AND AUCTION
FRIDAY APRIL 26th
6:00 pm
THING SPRING!! THINK HAM DINNER!
Yes it is that time of year again when we are
putting winter behind us and starting to think
spring....warmer weather, longer days, flowers
and gardening and of course, our annual
SPRING HAM DINNER AND AUCTION.
Tickets are only $25.00 and can be purchased
from Debra at the church office OR after church
services on Sunday April 7th and Sunday April
14th.
There is limited seating so get a group together
and book a table. Single?? No worries. We will
have tables set up for you!!
Viewing time for the auction begins at 5:00 so
come a little early and enjoy a glass of punch.
Once again, the live auction will be divided into
two sections with a limit of 5 items in each section
and the first section beginning at 7:00
WHAT'S THE SAME?
The ever popular bake table
Silent auction theme baskets
Live auction
Delicious ham and scalloped potatoes along with
veggies, rolls and jellied salads and of course, our
famous lemon/strawberry fluff
Door Prize
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?
Volunteers to help with the event are always
welcome. We will be setting up and doing kitchen
prep on Thursday April 25th and the actual
cooking on Friday April 26th in the afternoon.
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Interested and available??
Please call Brenda at 345-6209 or the church
office at 345-5864.
To make this event a success we also need the
support through the donation of items for the
various auction tables. The bake tables do
amazingly well!! If you have new, nearly new or
antique items that you can contribute please call
Marla Poulin at 767-9459,

Our Lay Pastoral Committee continues to visit
congregational members in hospital, care homes
or those needing special support in their life
circumstances. If you are interested in joining
this Visitation Team, please contact the Chair,
Susan Philips. Also, please contact the church
office or Susan if you know of someone in the
hospital, homebound, grieving, or may just need a
friendly visit.

Here's an idea - you could purchase and donate
gift cards to be included in the gift baskets AND
you can receive an income tax receipt for that
donation!! AND...if you purchased the gift cards
through FundScrip it would be a win-win!!
The donation of some other auction items could
also be tax receipted BUT only if they are
accompanied by documentation ( like a store
receipt or professional appraisal).

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Phillips and Janie McDaid
Co-Chairs,
Church Family Committee

This is St.Paul's BIGGEST fund raiser!!
Think of a way you can help make this
dinner/auction a success!!!!

Church Family News
Happy Easter, one and all!
The Church Family Committee will again be
delivering Easters Lilies on Palm Sunday, to
members of our congregation who are unable to
attend church services/activities, or those who
are housebound or in hospitals/care facilities.
Our Sunday School children are busy making
lovely Easter cards to accompany the Lilies, and
we will also include the Easter newsletter and the
transcript of our Easter Service. If you are able
to help deliver the Easter Lilies, please come to
the front of the church after our Easter service
and we will give you the name and address for the
delivery. We likely have a delivery in your area,
and we will do our best to match your delivery so
it is close for you.
Thanks everyone for supporting Our Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper which provides an
opportunity for a Family Supper outing and also
funds these beautiful lilies.

♫ From the Music Room ♪
Take a moment … and breathe.
How many of us wake up in the morning worrying
about all the things we need to accomplish?
I was chatting with Deb last week about the
company Afloat. My understanding is that you are
placed in a pod filled with water and you float for
ninety minutes. Their website says, “Floating is all
about NOTHING: limiting effects of gravity, sound
and light. Escape the hubbub of everyday life for
ninety minutes. The float tank is a powerful tool
for managing pain and stress and for selfexploration.” In other words, take a moment …
and breathe.
One day, I would like to do this but I am also
nervous. How do you lie there for a whole ninety
minutes and not worry about all of the things that
need to be done? There are always things to do!
Practice, plan, clean, shop, more practicing, cook,
bake, walk the dog … the list goes on and on.
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I have heard some people say that yoga is a good
remedy for clearing the mind and taking that
moment. I love yoga but I still have a difficult time
fitting it in to my busy life.
What I do have though, is music.
Music is my moment and I breathe the best when
I make music. I sit down at the piano and when I
play, it brings me a great sense of calm.
St. Paul’s United Church is my job. My job
contributes to my busy, crazy life but it is also the
place where I can take my deepest breaths. I have
two amazing choirs full of people who dedicate
both one night (sometimes two) and a Sunday
morning to get together to rehearse. They
produce music that is spiritual, meaningful and
heartfelt for Sunday morning to enhance our
worship experience. This Lenten season, we have
enjoyed a moment each Tuesday with Music,
Meditation and Muffins. Thank you Susan
Marrier, Bert Rowson and Marcella Smithers for
helping us take a moment … and breathe.
We have also been singing with Trinity United.
A bigger choir gives us a richer sound, a bigger
congregation and more opportunity to make
amazing music together.
What do you have in your busy life that helps you
take a moment … and breathe?
Diana Hannaford-Wilcox,
Music Director
“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the
mind, flight to the imagination and life to
everything.” – Plato

THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE
Easter is a season of transformation. We
celebrate with many symbols of new life from
butterflies to flowers to the empty tomb. We
move through a roller coaster of emotions from
the high of Palm Sunday, through Maundy
Thursday, to the low of Good Friday and then to
the triumph of Easter Sunday. The services
which take us on this journey are listed elsewhere
in the newsletter. I hope that each of you will
participate in as many services as you’re able.
This year at St. Paul’s Easter symbolism will take
on added meaning as we undergo our own
changes. As many of you are aware Rev. Rob
has accepted an exciting new .4 position with the
Canadian Shield region beginning May 1st. He
has agreed to continue at St. Paul’s until the end
of August on a .6 basis. He is still trying to
discern where he should be after August 31st.
Part of that discernment may be determining
whether or not it is possible to cut back hours in a
church where he has been the full time minister
and whether or not this works for the
congregation.
The Worship Committee is directly affected by
this change because .6 time translates into only 3
Sundays a month. On the Sundays when Rob is
not here we plan to use more members of our
congregation in providing Worship leadership as
well as bringing in the occasional guest. Your
feedback will be valuable in helping us determine
what kinds of services are most meaningful for
you.
Here is what we have planned so far for May and
June. A service led by Cyndy Raby and Diana
Hannaford-Wilcox from the Worship Committee.
A service led by Lori Jansekovich, Licensed Lay
Minister from Broadway United Church. As part of
a season of Diversity, a service where Bill Everitt
will talk with two members of our congregation,
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Winnie from China and Vish from Southern India
about their experiences of church and Christianity
in their respective countries..
From June 31st to the end of July we will worship
with Trinity at Trinity. Beginning August 4th
through September 1st Trinity will join us here at
St. Paul’s.
As we move towards this change it is a bit scary
but it is also exciting. As we experience the
powerful Easter message of transformation let’s
keep asking ourselves
what might God be
calling us to do? Are
we ready to explore
some new ways of
worshipping and
working together as a
faith community here in
Thunder Bay?

senior ladies!! Our aim is to do this on an annual
basis. Shopping for food items on sale and
couponing keeps our expenses down. Many of
our volunteers donate not only their time but
food items.
I would like to take this opportunity to THANK
everyone who has stepped up to the plate to
assist me in keeping this event going. I would
name everyone personally but space is a
deterrent. You know who you are and I want you
to know your help is much appreciated. I can't
speak for all the volunteers, but I know personally
that I have a lot of fun planning and implementing
this event.
Special thanks to Eileen
Rice for phoning all the
seniors and arranging all
the drivers.
Thanks also to our "taxi
team" for making sure
everyone has a ride!!

Brenda Reimer, Chair

Senior Ladies’ Luncheon
Our senior ladies have been meeting once a
month on the third Wednesday of each month.
Since the resignation of Nancy Elmslie three years
ago we have utilized the help of many of our
church members to assist with keeping this
wonderful event going.

We are in the planning stages of combining our
Senior Ladies Luncheon with the luncheon that
Trinity United church does for ALL its ladies. I am
working with Lee Ann Smetaniuk to work this out
with our target goal being the September
luncheon being a combined one. Will keep you
informed as to what happens.
Have a wonderful Spring. Enjoy the warmer
weather and the longer daylight hours.
Big Hugs to everyone involved in this event.

We have celebrated a 100th birthday party for
Elsie Rowson, a royal tea party by invitation only,
Karen Bortolin's 65th birthday and
retirement, played bingo, watched I love Lucy
reruns, participated in quizzes and just had a
grand old time in general.
Our goal is not to make money but to just cover
our expenses. Fortunately this year we were able
to sponsor a child for a year with the Isthmus
program using our surplus funds. Way to go

Sincerely,
Janie McDaid
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Sunday School, Youth Group and
VBS Report

St. Paul’s has again been asked to
host the Sunday service for
Pride Week!
This will be on June 16,
the fifth anniversary of our becoming an
Affirming Ministry!
We have much to celebrate,
so wear your brightest (rainbow) colours
on June 16,
and plan to join the Parade to the Park
right after church,
behind the United Church banner.
Why it’s important?
In the light of much continued persecution and
worse, of “the other”, we need a strong presence
to show the world that our part of the Christian
church welcomes and affirms everyone,
regardless of race, gender expression, sexual
orientation, etc.
So, stand up, and march, to make a statement for
inclusion.
(Besides, it’s fun!)
We’ll have a table in the park to advertise
who we are.
If you are able to spend some time during the
afternoon representing our church there,
please speak to Dr. Ernie Epp.
“When everyone is included, everyone wins.”
Jesse Jackson
Susan Marrier

We continue to use a wonderful curriculum
entitled “One Room Sunday School”. Each week
there is a DVD to watch relating to the lesson,
along with various materials according to the
appropriate age of the children who are in
attendance that week. There are new upbeat
songs for each session. It has been working very
well. We are happy to have some youth that
can fill in easily to teach when needed.
The Youth Group continues meeting every second
Friday night from 7 – 9 p.m. with Jeri Lee
Mehagan and Hannah Cryer. They have a lot of
fun participating in discussions and planning
different themes and activities at the church.
Youth Group is for children/youth from grades 4 –
8+ and all are welcome!
We had a wonderful Sleigh Ride at Gammondale
Farm on March 2nd. 38 people attended which
consisted of our Sunday school families as well as
two Syrian refugee families!! Everyone had fun
on the sleigh, seeing the farm animals and playing
on the tire swing in the barn which was followed
by a hot dog lunch. It was a great day with great
weather!
Our VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will take place
again this summer!!
July 8th – 12th for kids in grades JK – 7.
Singing, arts & craft projects, active games all
lead to a week of fun to take place in the
mornings for a week in the summer from 8:45
a.m. – 12:15 each day.
Our theme is “To Mars and Beyond” – Discover
the wonders of God’s universe!!
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Don’t forget, we now have a nursery with
washroom available upstairs off the sanctuary.
We have a safe place for your baby/toddler while
you attend worship. Members of the youth
group will be on standby to offer childcare. If you
just need a place to change a diaper or comfort a
fussy baby, you can take your child there.
You
will be able to hear the service through a remote
speaker.
For any information or questions about our
programs, please contact
Kristin Williams at tkwill@tbaytel.net

ST. PAUL'S PRESENTS
The current monthly sessions of "St. Paul's
Presents" involve explorations of a range of
subjects, each of which is the focus of a chapter in
the book I am working on entitled "Reconstituting the Body of Christ." The title may
appear presumptuous, but my intention is to
explore how the Christian Church--the Spirit's
creation--is manifest in our time. The first session,
in December, involved a survey of the past two
millennia in the Four Periods suggested by
Episcopal Bishop Mark Dyer. This first session led
to a discovery of the way in which the
Reformation churches were subverted by the
social changes of the past four--perhaps even
five--centuries and ended up in "Unplanned
Obsolescence," as the social changes of the
twentieth century left them behind. This will now

be the second chapter of the book!
The three winter sessions have focused
successively on Biblical faith, which always means
trusting God; on living the Kingdom, as we walk
beyond the walls of our churches; and on
contemplating mysteries in the Bible and in the
Universe. A later session will advance further in
appreciation of scientific advances, because few
advances have been more troubling to the
churches than scientific advances, especially
those put forward by Charles Darwin. How should
we regard these efforts to understand the
Universe the Bible says God created, however
that mysterious process occurred. I may say that
these sessions have taught me a great deal,
especially the one on trusting God. God blesses us
in tangible ways, when we express our trust in
God!
The April session promises to be even
more important as we consider "'Renewing the
Brand'--rediscovering our mission." We will look
back in the history of the United Church of
Canada to discover a "Forgotten Heritage," based
on an extensive survey I wrote a couple of years
ago on the work of the Board of Evangelism and
Social Service from the 1930s to the 1960s. Even
more significantly, we will examine how "mainline
churches" are being renewed these days and
becoming clearly part of the Body of Christ!
Do come and share in the discussion!
Dr. Ernie Epp

Ministry and Personnel News
In January our minister announced that he would
be completing his ministry with us at the end of
April.
The Chair of the Board and members of M&P
worked with Rob to discuss possible options for
continuing in a part-time capacity.
Members from the Worship Committee and
Ministry and Personnel Committee worked
collaboratively with the Minister to draw up a .6
job description. This job description is effective
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May 1- August 31, 2019. The job description was
approved by the Board at the March meeting.
Within this .6 agreement Rob will preach 3
Sundays/month, however he has holidays accrued
and an Educational leave which means he will
preach 2 Sundays in May.
We are most appreciative of the fine work of the
Worship Committee in providing or arranging
leadership for the Sundays that will require it.
We thank Rob for his ministry at St. Paul’s and
offer him our prayers and best wishes as he
moves on to his job at the Regional Office.
Marla Poulin, Chair

The Finance and Administration
Committee
Hello everyone, and Happy Easter
The Finance & Administration Committee
reports that the givings for 2019 have shown
a decrease of approximately $2700 compared
to 2018 at this time.
The blessing however, is that our expenses
are currently $20,000 below last year’s total.
This is due in part to less salary and property
expenditures.
Deb, our office manager, is doing a great job
with the maintenance of the accounts, givings,
financial statements, and the Annual Report
after having taken over for Karen, which is no
easy feat!
You will find included with this newsletter an
envelope for your special Easter offering. It
has long been our tradition to give the
congregation the opportunity to celebrate
Easter with a special gift.
If you are unable to join us for Easter worship,
your gift can be sent by mail or dropped off at
the Church Office.
Thank you,
Andor Petrovich, Chair

Isthmus
Volunteers have packed &
distributed over 14,000 bags
of food to the children!
Thank you for the continued support the
congregation has given.
Marlene Crago
This community program supplies food for the
weekend to families where children depend on
school breakfasts and lunches during the week.
St. Paul’s collects donations for this program on
an ongoing basis.
Baskets are in place at the back of the sanctuary
and you can bring SINGLE-PORTIONED donations
any/every Sunday.
Items needed:
Canned soup – chicken
noodle/tomato/mushroom/vegetable
Canned spaghetti or
spaghettios/ravioli/beefaroni
Canned beans, canned chili
Canned salmon/tuna
Oatmeal cookies/chocolate chip cookies
Dad’s oatmeal cookie club pack
Dare Bear Paws cookies
Kellogg’s fun pack cereal boxes Kellogg’s
Nutri-grain bar (variety)
Kraft Dinner cups/boxes
Mr. Noodles / Ramen noodles
Handi-snack cheese ‘n breadsticks or cheese ‘n
crackers
Pudding cups Fruit cups
Quaker oatmeal variety pack
Ritz cheese snackwiches
Juice boxes

There is a collection jar at the back
of the sanctuary if you would like to
contribute money to purchase fresh fruit
each week for the Isthmus program.

