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Christmas 2016
Minister:
The Rev. Rob Smith

DECEMBER SERVICES:

DECEMBER EVENTS:

4th

4th

Advent 2 The Dance of Peace

11th Advent 3 The Dance of Joy
Intergenerational White Gift Service
18th Advent 4 The Dance of Love with a
gathered pageant “The Way Is Clear”
21st Longest Night Service 7 pm

Rev. Rob Smith’s Open House
239 Amelia St. E, 2- 4 pm All welcome!

13th UCW Lunch, Tina’s Restaurant 12:30 pm
14th Senior Ladies Christmas Lunch, 12 nn
14th Church Board Meeting & Dinner, 6 pm
16th Youth Group Christmas Party

24th Family Candlelight Service 7 pm
Candlelight Communion Service 11 pm

18th Rotary Carol Sing, 7 pm

25th Christmas Morning Service, 10:30 am

19th Children’s Christmas Party put on by the
Church Family Committee, 6 – 8 pm

Rob’s Ramblings . . .

My sister, Karen, loved Christmas. She often started
shopping in September looking for the perfect gift. On the
first Sunday of Advent she would begin transforming her
little apartment into a Christmas Wonderland. Even her
cat would be decked out with a bright new Christmas collar.
In her honour I put up my tree on the First Sunday of Advent.
Karen was not a rich woman, but she pulled out all
the stops to make Christmas special for her family and
friends. She used to joke that it took her to June to pay off
her Christmas bills. I have many fond memories of gatherings
at her home and unwrapping some very special gifts. If you come by
my office you will see one of her gifts on the floor in front of the fireplace.
My sister worked for my dad for 23 years. Every Christmas she organized the Christmas
party for the children of dad’s employees. It, too, was an extravagant affair. She always
picked out a great gift for each child and always found a way to get Santa Claus to visit and
hand out the gifts. Karen was never able to have her own children so this was a way for her
to express her maternal instincts.
When my sister died in 1990 my father created a foundation in her honour to help
children of his employees fund their post-secondary school education. Over the years this
organization assisted several students with their education. As her brother, I was
disqualified from applying (I think my father knew I had an addiction to going to school).
My sister has been gone now for over 26 years. I still miss her, especially at Christmas.
She was 14 years older. She was like a second mom. Every Christmas, I am reminded of her
love of Christmas and her love for children. Her example encourages me to embrace the
whole chaos of Christmas with a wild abandon. I also want to knowledge that Christmas is
not easy for everyone. Please do not hear any judgement. We each need to find our own way
through this season with the support of family, friends and our community of faith.
Karen also reminds me that Christmas is not about the gifts we get, but more about the
gifts we give. This year for the first time in over 30 years I will be home for Christmas with
my mom which is perhaps the greatest gift I can receive, or give. We are often so preoccupied
about just getting gifts for those on our list, that we fail to take the time to think about what
it is we are giving or why. Perhaps, this year we might buy less and concentrate on finding a
gift with meaning. Perhaps, the greatest gift of all is not one that you buy, but just spending
time with our friends and our family – the gift of being present.
Karen also reminds me that Christmas is about the children. As a community of faith let
us commit ourselves to being present with the children in our lives, in our church and in our
community. What gift can we give them to help them shine?
I look forward to spending our first Christmas together. It has already been a lot of fun.
I really enjoyed being part of our Christmas Tea and Bazaar. I wish you all a Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year filled with lots of love, light and laughter.
With Peace,

Rob

Looking outside you would
never know that the
Christmas season is upon
us, but another successful
Christmas Tea has come
and gone, and the
decorations are up in the
sanctuary which is a true
sign of the season. It has been a year of many
changes and challenges for our congregation but, as
usual, our members have stepped up and worked
together to ensure that we made it through.
Thanks to the Worship Committee we were able to
fill the pulpit every week to get us through until we
found a new minister. We offer a special thank you
to Rev. Joyce Fergus-Moore.

definite improve-ment but the best is yet to come
with new flooring that should be installed by the
time you have recycled this newsletter.
Now we have a large new sign out front to let
everyone know that we are here and what we are
up to here at St. Paul’s. We have facilitated
Reverend Hubert Den Draak’s new initiative called
the Faith Cafe. Check it out on facebook.
So on behalf of myself and all of my fellow board
members I thank all of you for all you have done for
St. Paul’s and know that you will be there as we
move ever onward.
A Merry Christmas to All and God Bless!
Rejean Langlois, Chair of the Board

The Joint Search Committee persevered through an
arduous search process to come up with a
candidate they felt filled all of our needs for now
and into the future. With the arrival of The
Reverend Rob Smith we have moved into a new era
of stability in the pulpit or should I say somewhere
up front as Rev Rob prefers to move about and keep
you actively following him and listening intently to
what he has to say. I for one enjoy this more
personal and upfront rapport with congregation
during the service. As I mentioned earlier we have
gone through changes and we have more to go on
this journey we have entered into with our new
minister.
Our music program was lucky enough to have
sufficient in-house talent who were willing to lead
the choir and the weekly service while we wrestled
with what to do in Diana’s absence. A heartfelt
thank you goes out to Susan Marrier and to all
those involved in maintaining the music program
until we were able to hire Interim Music Director
Jason Scriver. Jason has done a wonderful job since
joining us this fall. We will also have the privilege of
hearing the Handbells perform once again thanks to
Jason and our dedicated bell ringers.
If you have been down to Lunan Hall I am sure you
have noticed that the UCW have been upgrading
the kitchen. The new stoves and counter tops are a

…a brief update from Ministry
& Personnel
by Marla Poulin, Chair
Following a very busy Christmas season, Rob will
be off on a well-deserved vacation from Dec. 26 to
Jan. 4th. Rob will also be off on study leave from
January 24- 31.
Jason Scriver has agreed to continue as Interim
Music Director for the month of January as Diana
recuperates from her recent surgery.
To our church staff: Jeri Lee, Michael, Rob, Karen,
Jason and Diana, we give thanks for the gifts you
share. May your Christmas be blessed with peace,
love and joy.
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From the Worship Committee
by Brenda Reimer, Chair
When we entered the sanctuary last Sunday
morning it looked different. The greenery and
the red bows and the blue of the Advent table
covering and pulpit drape immediately
signaled something different.

OUR ADVENT JOURNEY ENDS WITH:
Christmas Eve Services
7 pm - a family-oriented candlelight service
based on the familiar lessons and carols.
Another chance to hear the Handbell
Choir as well as the Chancel Choir.
11 pm – we offer a more reflective candlelight
service with communion
Christmas Day at 10:30 am
It is some years since St. Paul’s has had a
Christmas Day service even when Christmas
fell on a Sunday. We invite you to gather with
other members of the church family to
celebrate together this holy day.

OUR JOURNEY THROUGH ADVENT
TO CHRISTMAS HAS BEGUN...
Each Sunday Rev. Rob will be leading us
through the guideposts along the journey as
we dance with Hope; Peace; Joy; and Love.
On December 11th we will experience the Joy
of sharing with the community as we
celebrate White Gift Sunday. Our gifts will be
socks for the students at St. James School;
and/or a small financial donation for the
Benevolent Fund; and/or non-perishable food
items for Thunder Bay Food Bank and Shelter
House.
On December 18th we dance with Love as we
participate in a gathered pageant “The Way Is
Clear”. In music, song and drama we will
celebrate the birth of Jesus. Rumor has it that
the handbells will play.
For those who seek a quiet, reflective space
in the midst of holiday preparations there will
be a Longest Night Service on December 21st
at 7 pm.

Breakfast around the Table
What better way to start the New Year than
with our annual pot-luck breakfast. Gather in
Lunan Hall at 9:30 am and bring something
for the breakfast table. At 10:30 we will move
from breakfast to an informal worship service
led by members of the worship committee.
Rev. Rob will be visiting his mother. We hope
that they will phone in to say hello and Happy
New Year.

Greetings
from the Church
Family Committee
by Joy Himmelman, Co-chair

ATTENTION ALL FAMILIES!
The annual Children's Christmas Party is coming
soon 🎉 🎄Bring your kids, grandkids, or any little
friends that you might want to invite to St. Paul's for
an evening of Christmas fun. This is an evening for
parents to go out for a nice dinner, or go out for
some last minute shopping, knowing your kids are
being well looked after with songs, stories, games,
crafts, yummy treats, and a special visitor.
🎅🏼 Party details: December 19th, 6 -8 pm, in Lunan
Hall PLEASE register by phoning the church office.
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Also, please contact the Church Office if you need a
ride to the Open House at Rob's new home, on
Sunday, December 4th, 2-4pm. Leave your name
and number and we will contact you about
transportation to and from this event.
And, one more thing, please let Susan Phillips
and/or Rob Smith know of any congregation
member who is needing support or a pastoral visit
due to illness, bereavement, or other sad
circumstances. Thank you.
AND, the most important
thing, have wonderful
and blessed Christmas!

MONEY
MATTERS
by Jackie Dennis, Chair
of Finance & Administration
‘Tis the season . . . to prepare your list for your
Christmas gift giving. Is the Christ Child, the One
whose birthday we celebrate, on the list? In this
mailing you will find the offering envelope for your
SPECIAL Christmas gift for the Baby Jesus. Please
use the envelope at one of the Christmas Services.
If you are unable to attend one of the Services you
can drop it off at the office or in the mail-box of the
Youth Centre door.
The most recent financial statement (October)
shows a positive balance at month’s end but one
must view that cautiously. There are several large
bills coming.
It should be noted that the numbers at Sunday
Services are increasing and congregational givings
are doing better, the cost of the new sign has been
covered (though not the lighting), funding for
several outreach projects are set aside and we are
back to normal salary and benefit payments. With a
generous income in the Special Christmas envelope
we should enter 2017 with a positive balance.

Christian Growth Committee
by Kristin Williams, Chair
Sunday School is in the swing of things again. We
enjoy having our regular children each week along
with a few new children that have been attending,
which is wonderful!! As our Sunday School numbers
have decreased, we continue to use the “One Room
Sunday School” curriculum. We watch DVD videos
of skits for the theme of each week, there is
wonderful new upbeat music, and there are a
variety of materials for each age category. It works
very well and easy to use. We have many youth
who come each week and are a great help with the
younger children.
The Youth Group (for our young people from grades
4 – 7/8) continues to meet every second Friday
night at 7 pm with Jeri-Lee Mehagan and have fun
doing different activities at the church. The next
Youth Group event, on Friday, December 16th, is a
Christmas Windup Party. They will be carolling in
the neighbourhood for canned goods, having a gift
exchange and are to bring a snack to share.
For any information on Sunday School or Youth
Group please contact me at tkwill@tbaytel.net or
767-2720.
With the upcoming Christmas Services, we remind
new families that we have a Nursery with washroom available upstairs through a door at the front
right hand side of the sanctuary behind the piano.
We have a safe place for your baby/toddler while
you attend worship. Members of the Youth Group
will be on standby to offer childcare, or if you just
need a place to change a diaper or comfort a fussy
baby, you can take your child there. You will be
able to hear the service through a remote speaker.
Look out for more information about a possible
Bible Study starting in the New Year!
All the very best for a terrific Christmas season and
we look forward to a great 2017!
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STEWARDSHIP & OUTREACH
COMMITTEE
by Mary Anderson, Chair
Meet one of the St. James
"Cool Clothes for Kids” Team
Lynne Curran has been an inspiration since
the beginning of this project, volunteering many
hours in receiving the donated clothing and
setting up the boutique at the school, where the
students 'go shopping'. There are some clothes
that we don't receive (such as underwear, socks
and boots) so with the funds from a United
Church of Canada Foundation grant, Lynne 'goes
shopping' looking for specials at a variety of
stores to get the best deals.
Lynne recently met a new student in Grade 7
and her mom. The girl had no boots and had
adult-sized feet. Lynne looked tirelessly to find a
nice pair of boots for her. When the young lady
saw the shiny new boots, she was thrilled and
hugged them. Her mother was overcome with
gratitude and their beaming faces showed Lynne
that her efforts made a real difference. These
boots may very well be her first pair of brand new
boots that were ever bought just for her.

White Gift Service - December 11th
We hope our congregation will “SOCK IT TO
THEM”! We are hoping to cover the Christmas
tree with socks for the boys and girls at St. James
School. All sizes are needed as most of the older
children are into men’s and women’s sizes.
There will also be White Gift Envelopes will be
in the bulletin that week if you prefer to make a
donation of money to our Benevolent Fund. This
fund allows us to meet immediate urgent needs in
the community or the congregation. For example
it is used to cover the costs of additional food
purchased when we cook the meal at Shelter
House.
Non-perishable food items are always
welcome of course. It will be distributed to either
the Thunder Bay Food Bank or Shelter House.
Inter-Church Refugee Committee
A FAMILY IS COMING! We are still awaiting
news about the actual arrival date however.
A welcoming committee is ready to help with
arrangements to make their first days of settling in
easier. We have most of the items needed to set
up a household. Well done, committees!

Muffins for Missions
This project has become a personal mission
for the devoted Mokomela/Martin family: Judy,
Jodi, Carly and Alexa. They coordinate the
donations of a variety muffins into a beautiful,
decorative, seasonal display. The funds they
receive from these tasty treats go to the Thunder
Bay United Churches School Milk Fund. It is hard
to imagine all the time and energy that this family
puts into this mission that we all enjoy so much.
Thanks to all involved!! You are St. Paul's 'unsung
heroes'.

KOSSS Christmas Feast – on December 11th,
at Summit Church, doors open at 4 pm
St. Paul’s will be assisting with shopping and
set-up. We will provide veggie trays and crackers;
fruit punch; pie and ice cream and fruit. The main
course will be catered. Well-known comedian Don
Burnstock will be the speaker. The square
dancers will perform and St. Paul’s will provide a
table game and other entertainment. Anyone
interested in being involved with this feast should
phone Brenda at 345-6209 or the Church Office.

